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A Quick Guide to Assessment at Morecambe Road School 
 (For a more detailed explanation, please refer to the most recent Curriculum Committee Report, September 2021) 

 (Version 5)  

Since 2016, B Squared has been our main Assessment Tool at Morecambe Road.  We have invested in a 
number of upgrades in order to assess our wide variety of learners: 

Learners B Squared Framework Parameters Assessed 

EYFS (Reception) 

Early Steps: 
3-6 mts 
6-9 mts 

9-12 mts 
12-18 mts 
18-24mts 
2-2.5 yrs 

2.5 – 3 yrs 
3-4yrs 

 Communication and Language 
 Personal and social development 
 Physical development 
 Literacy 
 Numeracy 
 Understanding the world 
 Expressive arts and design 

 

Pre-Subject Specific 
Learners (Yr 1 – Yr 11) 

Engagement Steps: 
E.Step 1-6 

 Cognition and Learning 
 Communication and Interaction 
 Social Emotional and Mental 

Health 
 Sensory and Physical 

Subject Specific Learners 
(Year 1 – Yr 11) 

Progression Steps: 
(Upgraded in September 

2021 from National 
Curriculum/P Levels) 

 
P.Step 1-10 

 
Subjects marked in red will 

upgrade to Progression 
Steps by September 2022 

 English 
 Maths 
 PSHE 
 PE 
 Science 
 History 
 Geography 
 Computing 
 Art and Design 
 Design and Technology 
 RE 
 Music 

 

All Frameworks (although with differing numbers of Steps) require an 85% completion of a Step, in order to 
move onto the next Step.  The Frameworks are fluid and pupils who start on a Pre-Subject Specific 
Framework such as Engagement Steps can move onto Progression Steps (Subject Specific) at any point 
during their time at Morecambe Road. 

How do we track pupil progress and provide useful interventions? 
Since 2015, Morecambe Road has been a member of NWSCAP (North West Specialist Curriculum 
Assessment and Pedagogy group) which is a cluster of Special Schools who share End of Key Stage Data 
(Year 2/Year 6/Year 9/Year 11) in order to provide Expected and Exceptional targets for our pupils.   

The group provides End of Key Stage targets for English and Maths ONLY.  These have been broken down 
into yearly targets, which are then tracked over the academic using our Yearly Progress Trackers.   

Maths and English Teachers will follow the assessment protocol (as outlined below) 3 X a year at the end 
of each term (Autumn/Spring/Summer) with additional baselining of pupils at the start of each academic 
year (September/October): 

 

EYFS to KS3 



2 
 

(Version 5) 

B Squared Assessments (Early Steps/Engagement Steps/Progression Steps) 

Conducted 3 X a year at the end of every term for ALL subjects 

 
 

Yearly Progress Trackers (adapted from the NWSCAP End of Key Stage Targets) 

Completed ONLY for Maths and English.  Pupils are baselined in September/October and 
the tracker is updated after every termly B Squared Assessment. 

 

 

Provision Mapping (summarising progression and resultant interventions) 

Completed ONLY for Maths and English.  Interventions are created, monitored and 
adapted based on the above Progress Trackers. 

 

 

Evidenced by Intervention Records (Shared by staff on the One Drive) 



3 
 

A Quick Guide to Assessment at Morecambe Road School 
KS4 Pupils (Year 10/11) 

KS4 pupils (who are unable to access External Accreditations) will continue to be assessed via the whole 
school assessment tool, B Squared (see the above protocol).  However, we offer a wide range of External 
Accreditations which are available to our KS4 cohort, depending on ability e.g. our Gifted and Talented 
cohort will be able to attempt the AQA Maths GCSE with an AQA Mathematics Entry Level qualification being 
offered to ALL pupils.  

The following qualifications are currently on offer at Morecambe Road but they change yearly depending 
on the duration of courses, examining boards and entry requirements: 

GSCE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) Grade 1-9 
Level 1 Awards Grade 1-3 at GCSE 

ELC (Entry Level Certificate) Pre GCSE-Level Entry Level 1-3 
 

Courses moderated externally: 

 

Additional Courses (moderated by our allocated Internal Verifier – Deputy Head): 
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A Quick Guide to Assessment at Morecambe Road School 
Statutory Primary Assessments 

 

Statutory assessments are available to all pupils in maintained schools in order to track 
progress and enable teachers to check that pupils are working at age related expectations.  
However, as a Special Needs setting, many of our pupils are not working at age related 
expectations and are therefore usually unable to access the primary assessments (see 
below).   

Although we must complete the registration process for all pupils in the relevant year 
groups, we do not have to proceed with the tests if it is felt that pupils will struggle with 
accessing the test resources.   

Assessment Subject 

Reception Baseline Assessment EYFS 
SAT’s (Yr 2/6) Maths and English 

Phonics’ Screening (Yr 1) English: Phonics 
Yr 4 Multiplication Check (Voluntary) Maths: Multiplication’s 

 

Engagement Model (Pre-Subject Learners) 
 

It became statutory from September 2021 to: 

 
(Extract from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-engagement-model) 

Morecambe Road decided to invest in the B Squared Framework: Engagement Steps in order 
to assess our Pre-Subject Specific Learners (working below the old P5).  This allowed for 
greater consistency within assessment, as pupils can easily move between the Pre-Subject 
Steps (Engagement Steps) to Subject Specific Steps (Progression Steps) as they are all located 
on the B Squared Assessment Tool.  
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A Quick Guide to Assessment at Morecambe Road School 
Reporting pupil progress to Parents/Guardians: EYFS to KS3 

 

Class Teachers can be contacted at any point of the year for updates on pupil progress.  
However, we have certain events throughout the academic year when pupil progress will be 
shared with parents/guardians: 

1) Annual Reviews (to discuss pupil progress with regards to the End of Key Stage 
outcomes as outlined in their EHC (Education Health and Care Plan). 

2) Parents Evenings (2 X per year, usually in October/June) 
3) End of Year Pupil Reports 

 
1) Annual Review Documentation 

You will receive either of the following information of your child’s progress within the 
Annual Review Documentation, that you will receive in the post before the scheduled Review 
date: 

B Squared Progress (based on the appropriate Framework – see page 1) 

This is a report produced by the Whole School Assessment Tool (B Squared) from the start 
of the academic year to the date of the Review: 

 

 

As you can see, pupils assessed via B Squared are assessed via Steps.  Please refer to the 
following conversion chart to understand the equivalence of a B Squared Step to the Old 
National Curriculum/P Levels. 

National Curriculum/P Levels were abandoned in 2014 and schools were free to use other 
assessment systems or create their own.  In 2016, we purchased the B Squared Assessment 
Tool which continued to use the Old NC/P Levels.  In September 2021, we then upgraded to 
Steps as National Curriculum/P Levels were regarded as, ‘out of date’.  Our B Squared system 
is set to 85% in order to achieve a Step.   
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A Quick Guide to Assessment at Morecambe Road School 
Reporting pupil progress to Parents/Guardians (KS4) 

 

Predicted and Current Working Grades for External Accreditations 

Most KS4 pupils will be assessed and reported on via the External Accreditation mark 
schemes.  If they are unable to access the accreditations they will follow the KS3 reporting 
system via B Squared (as mentioned above). 

External Accreditation Predicted Grade  
(by the End of Yr 11 in June 2023) 

Current Working Grade (halfway 
through Year 10 in February 2022) 

GCSE Art and Design Grade 1 Grade 1 

AQA Entry Level Step up To 
English ELC 1 ELC 1 

Ascents English Skills ELC 1 ELC 1 

AQA Entry Level Maths ELC 3 ELC 2 

AQA Entry Level Science ELC 2 ELC 2 

WJEC Humanities Entry Pathway 
(RE) ELC 2 ELC 2 

WJEC Entry Pathway (PSD) ELC 2 ELC 2 

AQA Unit Award Scheme  
(Food Technology) 

ELC 1 ELC 1 
 

KS4 pupils are also tracked using class provision maps: 

 

 


